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Tatiara District Council is seeking expressions of interest for community programs and 
infrastructure projects under the Drought Communities Programme. 
 
On 7 November 2019, the federal government announced a substantial drought support 
package delivering an additional $709m of support. The package includes the extension of 
the government’s Drought Communities Program to the Tatiara and five other local 
government areas.  
 
To date, the Drought Communities Programme has provided $1 million for 122 councils and 
shires in drought-affected areas to invest in projects that support jobs and business income. 
Last week’s announcement extended this support by providing: 

 an additional $1m for each of the 122 drought-affected councils and shires if they 
need it, 

 a $50m discretionary fund to support projects in local government areas impacted by 
the drought, and 

 $1m each for six new areas, including Kangaroo Island and Tatiara. 
 
Mayor Graham Excell said Council did not apply to be included. “The government’s 
extension of the Programme to us was based on its assessment of rainfall deficiency data 
from the Bureau of Meteorology and population and industry data (the community’s reliance 
on agriculture). It is by design a generous assessment and based on numbers and 
statistics, rather than a review of actual crops and paddocks.” 
 
Mayor Excell acknowledged that while rainfall over the last 12 months had been below 
average and the Tatiara met the objective criteria for the Programme, Council and 
community members alike felt uneasy at the extension of drought support to the Tatiara 
when paddocks here looked very different from the barren ground seen in the north. 
 
“We considered different options and how the funding would help other communities in 
need. But the reality is that if we decline to be part of the Drought Communities 
Programme, the allocation of funding to our community will simply be absorbed in the 
federal government’s general revenue. The specific community projects under this 
Programme will have to be agreed to by the government, and the guidelines do not allow 



for funding to be redirected to a different community or cause, or used to purchase hay 
locally and send it to farmers in need.” 
 
“Refusing the Drought Communities Programme will also result in the loss of other future 
funding allocations, including an allocation of more than $560,000 under the Roads to 
Recovery program." 
 
Mayor Excell explained that the intent of the Programme was to build community resilience. 
“This is not about income support for farmers, fodder or water carting, this is about the 
strength of our community. We have been in drought before and we will be again. We 
cannot hold the funding in reserve until the time is ‘right’ but we can spend it wisely to build 
resilience in times of future adverse events. And the best way to build that strength and 
resilience is through strong community groups and sporting clubs.” 
 
“We know that many of our groups have programs and infrastructure projects that are 
important to them and essential to their long-term sustainability but with little opportunity to 
seek external funding support. We will invite expressions of interest from our local groups 
and clubs for projects that will benefit our economy and community.” 
 
The minimum grant amount per project is $25,000 and all projects must be completed and 
funding spent by December 2020. Further information and expression of interest forms will 
be forwarded to community groups in the Tatiara in the coming week. 
 
Projects could be repairs or improvements to community facilities, updated community 
spaces, new community programs, events and more. Examples of successful projects in 
other communities include kitchen upgrades in community halls, resurfacing of tennis 
courts, upgrades of electrical infrastructure and amenities blocks at showgrounds, 
upgraded bush camping facilities and watering systems. Eligible projects will have to be 
negotiated with the federal government.  
 
For further information, please contact Tatiara District Council on ph. 08 8752 1044, or by 
email to office@tatiara.sa.gov.au. 
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