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At a special meeting on 7 January 2020, Tatiara District Council considered expressions of 
interest received for the Drought Communities Programme.  
 
The extension of the federal government’s drought package to six new areas, including 
Kangaroo Island and Tatiara, was announced in November 2019 and based on rainfall 
deficiency data from the Bureau of Meteorology and population and industry data.  
 
Council CEO Anne Champness said the intent of the Drought Communities Programme 
was to build community resilience and strength. “We have faced drought, floods and fires 
before and we will again. While we cannot hold the funding in reserve until the time is ‘right’, 
we can spend it wisely to build resilience in times of future adverse events.” 
 
“Council believes that one of the best ways to build this strength and resilience is through 
strong community groups and sporting clubs. In November 2019, we called for expressions 
of interest from all our groups for projects that will benefit our economy and community. We 
received an overwhelming number of strong applications equalling almost $4m in funding 
requests.” 
 
In accordance with the Drought Communities Programme guidelines, Council is eligible for 
funding up to $1m. The specific community projects under the program have to be agreed 
to by the federal government. 
 
Council considered 51 projects and resolved to further develop the following projects for 
submission to the program: 
 

 Padthaway Football and Cricket Club – replacing current football change rooms with 
modern up to date and inclusive facilities; 

 Bordertown Swimming Pool – addressing leaks and improving filtration flow through the 
55-year-old pool by replacing filtration pipes and reducing pool depths at the deep end; 

 Tatiara fire water storage – creating strategic water access points for firefighting 
purposes across the Tatiara; 



 Keith Golf Club – rebuilding men’s and ladies’ change rooms/bathroom and creating 
new disabled access and toilets; 

 Mundulla Netball Club – resurfacing of the netball courts and replacement of lighting;  

 Tatiara Karting Club – upgrading lighting at the track with LEDs; 

 Agricultural Bureau of South Australia – installation of dryland soil moisture probes and 
weather stations as well as workshops on their use; 

 Bordertown Golf Club – replacing bores used to water the greens and fairways to 
ensure water security; 

 Bordertown Bowling Club – replacing lighting with single poles and LEDs; 

 Western Flat Community Sport & Recreation Inc. – upgrading the Western Flat cricket 
shed facilities; 

 Keith & Tintinara Show – re-roofing the show pavilion; 

 Mundulla on the Move – installing shower facilities at the RV parking site at Mundulla 
showgrounds and oval;  

 Keith Football Club – replacing the bore that waters the main oval and surrounds to 
improve water quality, and reduce costs and use of chemicals and fertilisers; 

 Bordertown Cricket Club – constructing new practice net facilities at Virgo Park; 

 Keith Caravan Park/Keith Swimming Pool – replacing the bore supplying water to the 
caravan park and swimming pool. 

 
Council staff will work with the community groups involved to develop the projects in more 
detail, ready for submission to the Drought Communities Programme. 
 
For further information, please contact Tatiara District Council on ph. 08 8752 1044, or by 
email to office@tatiara.sa.gov.au. 
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