THE GWEN ELLIS WALKING TRAIL

MOUNT

MONSTER
CONSERVATION PARK

11km South of Keith
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The Nature Walk at Mount Monster Conservation Park introduces the visitor to magnificent views of surrounding farmlands and to the diverse ecosystems maintained within the park.

The Friends Group maintains the Park.

Along the trail there is evidence of Echidna scratchings as they search for food among the leaf litter.  You may even be fortunate enough to glimpse one of these intriguing mammals.

PLEASE remember, as you enjoy your walk, all Flora and Fauna in Conservation Parks is protected.  The information board near the car park is at the base of an old Blue Gum Tree (Eucalyptus leucxylon).  During the spring, the Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) surrounds the area in a golden haze.  

1.  The trail begins and ends at this point, adjacent to an area of revegetation, planted to repair damaged caused prior to 1977.

To the right, the trail follows numbered pegs and at a leisurely pace will take 30 – 40 minutes.  Further along, the path winds up some steeper areas.

To the left, a short climb to Trig Point takes 10 –15 minutes. 

2. Joyce’s Plateau was proclaimed a Conservation park on the 30th September 1976 and dedicated on the 5th October 1976.  This monument recognizes the donation of 80ha of land to the National Parks and Wildlife Service by the Buddle and Ellis families in memory of pioneers Malcolm and Mercy Crooks of  “Maroona”.  The plateau is named in honour of their daughter Joyce Buddle.

This generous donation surrounds the 2.5ha Trig Reserve and adjoins a water and stone reserve to form the 93ha Mount Monster Park.

Easily seen on the northern horizon is a microwave repeater tower and Sugar Loaf Hill, from which Murray River Water is reticulated to the Keith Township.

3.  Good results have been achieved with direct seeding of species within the park and include the Native Pine (callitris rhomboidea), the Wattle (Acacia pycnantha), the Titree (leptospermum myrsinoides), some Mallies (Eucalyptus odorata), (E. incrassata), (E. diversifilia), (E. leptophylla) and the Blue Gum (E. leucoxylon).

4.  The trail meanders through an area of dense Broombush which grow well on the red gravelly clay-loam soils.

The smaller of the two species is Breckea behrii, while the taller Melaleuca uncinata retains its small round seed capsules along the branches.

5.  A host of little Rock Fern (Cheilanthes tenuifolia) grow under the mallee, while Dodder Laurel (Cassytha melantha) has made the trees its host and hangs in swathes from the treetops.  During late winter early spring, tiny heart shaped leaves of native orchids appear among the leaf litter.

6.  Lichens and rock ferns abound on this granite outcrop with Baeckea spp. dominating the surrounding bushland.

7.  A scattered group of tall Sheoak (Allocasuarina verticillata) are a feature of this area.  With their dark needle like foliage they stand as sentinels above the surrounding bushland.

8.  Also known as Guinea flowers the Hibbertia is a small bushy shrub bearing bright yellow flowers in spring.  Among the species identified in the park are Hibbertia stricta, H. sericea and H. virgata.

To the south west a rocky outcrop overlooks the property “Maroona South”.

9.  Framed by an avenue of Eucalyptus ordorata the path winds its way towards the southern rock face.  The strong white trunks of the Pink Gums (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) compliment the pastel hues of the granite and lichen beyond.  Goodenia ovata dominates the under story.

10.  The low spreading herbaceous shrub with hairy leaves, Thomasia petocalyx produces mauve to pink flowers in spring.

11.  Gwen’s Lookout.  Pioneer Malcolm Crooks began clearing land south of the area in 1909.  This point is named in tribute to his daughter, Gwen Ellis.  Small plants growing in cracks in the rocks include a tiny pink flowered Pelargonium species and the striking Spyridium spathulatum with its silver tipped bracts.

12.  Mina’s Lookout overlooks the “Maroona” property and the former “Lansdowne” property of the Davis family.  The view takes in the 13ha donated to the National Parks and Wildlife Service by Ray and the late Mina Davis.

Dense undergrowth below this point is tipped by Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) and the various small mallees.

13.  
This wattle (Acacia paradoxa) is favoured by the many small birds which frequent the park.  The dense prickly foliage provides good nesting sites and a safe haven from predators.  Vast numbers of Acacia regenerated after a fire, which swept Mount Monster in January 1961.

14.
TAKE CARE HERE – moss sometimes makes the rocks slippery.

From this point an alternative route leads directly to the car park, bypassing the climb to the summit.

The Trig Point  -  MOUNT MONSTER

93 metres above sea level.  Enjoy the 360° view from the top!

The 1950’s saw an era of land development South/South East of here at Brecon.  The main road to the Lower South East lies to the east while Mount Charles can be seen as the highest point to the north west.

The agricultural land surrounding Mount Monster is recognized as one of the major Lucerne seed producing areas in Australia.  During summer the fields are stocked with beehives for the pollination of crops.

15.  Throughout the park the visitor may chance upon some inhabitants including birds, reptiles, marsupials and ants.

These Meat Ants are a favourite meal of the Echidna, the original fast food take away!

Ever busy, the ants have a very structured and organized society and are as much a feature of a nature walk as the trees and flowers.

We hope you have enjoyed your walk through this delightful bushland.

Please return this leaflet to the box if you do not wish to keep it.

Thank you for keeping the area clean and tidy and   ……………

DO COME AGAIN

Department of Enviornment and Natural resources Narracoorte Phone:  08  -  8762 3412
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